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chest and jerked the knife out again. The dark blood
pumped out and flowed on to the snow. The beast writhed,
lifted his head and tail together, lashed sideways and up and
down in the letter U, repeated many times upon the white sheet
of his bed. The spear struck down again and from a new
wound the blood rushed out afresh. The enemy was beaten
without striking a blow for himself. Poor enemy! He knew
no blow to strike. His only defence against all assaults was
to flee, to go and to go swiftly, but in the unfamiliar world of
dry land, face to face with this unknown and undreamt-of
assailant, he could not even do that. He could only open
his mouth wide showing his triple-pointed teeth and make
the letter U upon the snow, smearing it with his dark blood.
But the second blow paralysed him. He gasped, head up
and mouth wide open, but writhed no more. He was
fighting for air with the last of the little strength left to him.
Then his lifted head fell back and suddenly he rolled over on
to his belly. The blood belched out from the two wounds
beneath him, a dark warm stream of life, and tunnelled for
itself a crimson channel down to the mother earth. The sad
eyes glazed and the mouth stretched itself into a dog-like
grin. He was dead. But his fellows took no notice except
to raise their heads and, with their mouths open, reproach
us with their eyes for what we had done. Soon they found
that what we had done was no concern of theirs and they
resumed their sleep with sighs of slothful comfort. Lazily
they raised their tail flippers aloft and rubbed them one
against the other as though washing their hands of the whole
business.
" You owe me five shillings."
Under the skin the blubber was cold to the touch but the
black meat that we stripped off the back was warm and
sprung quivering from the touch of the knife. A faint
steam rose from it. As we worked it grew cold and clammy
and soon it no longer steamed. We cut out the liver. A
moist, intestinal breath came from the inside and the guts